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Stimulus Funds Helping Local Communities

L a k e  G e o r ge, C O, A p r i l  2 1, 20 10 — T h e  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  t he U p p e r  S o u t h  P l a t te i s he l p i n g  a rea c o m m u n i t i es r e d u ce 

t he i r  w i l d f i r e r i s k  w i t h  f u n ds f r o m  t he A m e r i c a n  R e c o v e r y  an d  R e i n v es t me n t A c t  (AR R A). I n  N o v e m be r  2009, t he 

C oa l i t i o n  w a s a wa r de d  A R R A  g ra n t  f u n ds t h r o u g h  t he C o l o r a d o  S ta te F o r es t Se r v i c e t o de ve l o p  an d  i m p l e me n t  

c o m m u n i t y  w i l d f i r e p r o te c t i o n  p l a ns i n  D o u g l as, E l  Paso, Je f f e rs o n, Pa r k, an d  Te l l e r  c o u n t i es. 

S i n ce t ha t t i m e, t he o r ga n i z a t i o n  has c o m p l e te d t he C o m m u n i t y  W i l d f i r e  P r o te c t i o n  P l a n  f o r  t h e N o r t h  W es t F i r e 

P r o te c t i o n  D i s t r i c t  t h a t en c o m p asses t he t o w ns o f  A l m a  an d  Fa i r p l a y, re d u ce d t he a m o u n t  o f  l i v e an d  dea d o r ga n i c  

m a te r i a l  a va i l a b l e t o  f i r e o n  35 ac res an d  esta b l i s he d  a c o re tea m  t o r e v i e w  an d  p r i o r i t i ze p o te n t i a l  f u e l s re d u c t i o n  

p r o j e c ts i n  o r  a r o u n d  c o m m u n i t i es.

T h e  c o re tea m, w i t h  re p resen ta t i v es f r o m  eac h  c o u n t y  an d  t he C o l o r a d o  S ta te F o r es t Se r v i c e, m e t  A p r i l  1 4  t o  re v i e w  

f i r s t-r o u n d  ap p l i c a t i o n s su b m i t te d  b y  c o m m u n i t i es t ha t ha v e an ap p r o v e d  C o m m u n i t y  W i l d f i r e P r o t e c t i o n  P l a n  

(C WPP).   T h r ee ap p l i ca t i o ns, H a p p y  C a n y o n  i n  D o u g l as C o u n t y, E l k  V a l l e y  E s ta tes i n  Te l l e r  C o u n t y, an d  C o l o r a d o  

S p r i n gs U t i l i t i es’ l a n d  i n  E l  Paso C o u n t y, w e r e se le c te d. I m p l e me n ta t i o n  w i l l  be g i n  b y  ea r l y  su m mer.

I n  D o u g l as C o u n t y, t h e 1 9 1  p r o pe r t y  o w n e rs o f  t h e H a p p y  C a n y o n  c o m m u n i t y  w i l l  re ce i v e s lash re d u c t i o n  

ass is ta n ce i n  t he f o r m  o f  r oa ds i d e c h i p p i n g  p r o v i d e d  b y  C U SP.  I n  ad d i t i o n, t h ree t o  f o u r  h o m e  s i tes w i l l  se r ve as 

e xa m p l es o f  de f e ns i b l e space/fue l  m i t i g a t i o n  so o t he r  res i d e n ts ha v e a be t te r v i s ua l  sense o f  w h a t  de f e ns i b l e space 

m ea ns. 

C U SP w i l l  ad m i n i s te r a 200-f o o t  w i d e f u e l  b r ea k  p r o j e c t  a l o n g  t he i n g r ess/eg ress r oa d  t o  E l k  V a l l e y  E s ta tes i n  Te l l e r  

C o u n t y.  T h e  f u e l  b r ea k  w i l l  re d u ce t he w i l d f i r e r i s k  t o t he 2 1  h o mes i n  t he E s ta tes. T h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  a ls o he l p  p r o t e c t 

an i m p o r ta n t w i l d l i f e  a rea w h e re e l k  an n ua l l y  ca l v e. 

I n  E l  Pas o C o u n t y, C o l o r a d o  S p r i n g s U t i l i t i es i s p r e pa r i n g  a 1 60 ac re p r o j e c t  t o p r o te c t t h e P i k es Pea k  w a te rshe d  

w h i c h  se r ves C o l o r a d o  S p r i n gs, an d  t he M a n i t o u  S p r i n gs w a te r  su p p l y  f a c i l i t i es.  T h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  a ls o ac t as a f u e l  

b r ea k  o n  U t e  Pass t o p o te n t i a l l y  de c rease t he i m pa c ts o f  a w i l d f i r e t o  t he c o m m u n i t i es o f  C as ca de an d  G r ee n  

M o u n ta i n  F a l l s.

“ We a re c o m i n g  u p  o n  t he e i g h t h  an n i v e r sa r y  o f  t he H a y m a n  f i r e, b u t  o u r  a rea is st i l l  a t r i s k  f o r  o t h e r  l a r g e r f i r es,” 

sa i d  C a r o l  E k a r i u s, E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r  o f  t he C o a l i t i o n. “ T h ese p r o j e c ts a re t he f i r s t o f  m a n y  t o c o me  t ha t w i l l  he l p  

r e d u ce t ha t r i s k. W e ’ l l  c o n t i n ue t o  acce p t p r o p osa ls f r o m  c o m m u n i t i es w i t h i n  D o u g l as, E l  Paso, Je f f e rs o n, Pa r k  an d  

Te l l e r  c o u n t i es w i t h  a C o l o r a d o  S ta te F o r es t Se r v i ce ap p r o v e d  C W PP.”

P r o p osa ls f o r  t h e ne x t  re v i e w  m u s t be re ce i v e d  b y  n o o n, Ju ne 29, 20 10, t o be c o ns i d e re d  f o r  f u n d i n g. F o r  m o r e 

i n f o r m a t i o n, c o n ta c t M a r t i  C a m p be l l, C W PP  Fa c i l i t a t o r  a t t he C o a l i t i o n. C a l l  7 1 9-748-2225, o r  e ma i l  he r  a t 

m a r t i @ u p p e rs o u t h p l a t te.o r g.  
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